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The Most Beautiful and Edifying Book 


For the Lenten Time 


is undoubtedly the 


Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


According to the 
Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 


{| The SCENES of the Passion are portrayed with that touch- 
ing simplicity which is ever the garb of truth, yet with a 
vividness that forcibly moves the heart to compassion for 
our suffering Savior. 


The Blessed Virgin 


traverses the Dolorous Way, ever “Our Lady,’’ even in the 
midst of her heart-rending anguish. If one wishes to under- 
stand something of the depth of Mary’s sorrow and love, of 
her all but infinite love for God and her boundless love for 
men, let him read this beautiful work which is lovingly dedi- 
cated to Mary, the Mother of Sorrows. 

This book is tastefully bound in cloth, with beautiful gold 
stamping. It will be mailed you, in English or in German, at the 
low rate of $1.00. 10 cents extra for postage. 





FATHER PAUL OF MOLL. A book which will be read 
with wonder and edification. Bound in blue cloth with gold stamp- 
ing. Five fine photo-tone illustrations with portrait of the servant of 
God as frontispiece. Price $1.25. 


INSPIRING WORDS OF THE BL. CURE OF ARS. The 


reading of this book will prove of great benefit to all. 
Price 25 cents. In German 30 cents. 


CONSOLING REVELATIONS. A neat little volume bound 
in blue silk cloth containing much that is consoling and uplifting to 
the tempest-tossed soul. Price 35 cents; the same in German 30 cents. 





ROSARIES FOR DAILY USE. 


Owing to the war conditions abroad we have been forced to make an advance- 
ment in the price of our 25 cent rosary as is noted in the price list here given. 


Length Each 


Small, black cocoa beads 15 in. 25 cts. 
Black cocoa beads, medium sizes 17, 13,307 35 cts. 
Oval beads, medium size, with 1% inch cross 19” 50 cts. 
Fine linked chain, large oval beads, with 2 inchcross 21 ” 60 cts. 


Extra large round beads on strong, heavy chain, for 
home use, something for Grandpa and Grandma _ 25 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 


” 


75 cts. 
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DESCENT FROM THE CROSS. 

“Our Lady’s grief is equalled only by her love. Once more 
she holds in her arms the body of her Divine Son, to whom 
during His long martyrdom she was unable to show any affection; 
as she gazed in His wounds, she saw beneath her very eyes 
the awful cruelties that had been inflicted on this most holy 
body; she kissed His bloody cheeks, and Magdalen’s face is 
pressed down on Our Lord’s feet.’’ 

From ““Tue Passion or Our Lorp Jesus CuristT,” 
to the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 


according 
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The Treasures of Grace in the Sacrifice of the Mass. 





— Ni E will; here not attempt to enumerate the many and 
= \ pi great mysteries that take place during holy Mass. 
\ 45 sa) St. Bonaventure says that their number surpasses 
avid ir that of the stars in the heavens and the sands on 
hate S@28) the seashore. By the sacrifice of the Mass, the 
Blessed Trinity is glorified in the most perfect manner. The Mass 
is the most perfect sacrifice of praise, thanksgiving, supplication 
and propitiation. For our salvation Jesus Christ renews in a 
wonderful manner His grace-bestowing incarnation, His joy-bring- 
ing birth, His most holy life and His bitter passion and death. 

For our salvation, His precious blood is being mystically 
shed and offered to the Heavenly Father. By devoutly assisting 
at Mass we obtain the remission of numberless temporal punish- 
ments due to our sins, the forgiveness of many venial sins, and 
if we are in the state of mortal sin, the grace of penance and 
conversion. 

By assisting at Mass, we render to the sacred humanity of 
Christ supreme thanksgiving and the most worthy homage. We 
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thereby honor the sufferings of Christ in the best possible manner, 
and participate in its fruits. 

If we wish to show special love and veneration toward the 
Mother of God, we can do so by assisting devoutly at holy Mass 
in her honor, and if possible receiving Holy Communion thereat. 
Oh, what a reward will Mary once bestow on us! 

By devoutly hearing Mass and receiving Holy Communion, 
the soul becomes more richly adorned with heavenly treasures 
of grace, than by anything else in the world. What an increase 
of faith, hope and love do we obtain, if at the elevation of Mass 
we look with fervor and confidence at the Sacred Host, and if 
we remain intimately united with Jesus on the altar, from the 
elevation till after Holy Communion. 

Should you be prevented from communicating sacramentally 
during Mass, at least do not neglect to make a fervent spiritual 
Communion. Receive the body of our Lord spiritually with the 
priest, and with him drink the precious blood, that you may be 
most intimately united with Jesus. 

You can bestow no greater benefit upon your relatives, 
friends and benefactors, than to assist at the sacrifice of the Mass 
and offer it for their welfare. By offering the sacrifice of the 
Mass, you can obtain for many sinners the grace of conversion, 
and for the dying, the grace of a happy death. 

By the hearing of Mass, you can give the most efficacious 
aid to the souls in purgatory. 

In holy Mass you receive the priest’s blessing in a special 
manner, and Christ ratifies it in heaven. You will thereby be 
blessed with temporal goods and preserved from much misfortune 
that would otherwise befall you. You will be fortified against 
the assaults of the world, of the flesh and of Satan. 

Through the sacrifice of the Mass you obtain the grace of 
a happy death, and your confidence in God’s mercy becomes 
ever stronger; moreover, you may expect a short and easy 
purgatory, because by means of the numerous holy Masses at 
which you have devoutly assisted, you have already expiated the 
greater part of your temporal punishment. 

A holy Mass at which you assist devoutly during life, will 
benefit you more than a Mass said for you after death. A 
person who frequently and devoutly hears Mass, and if he is so 
fortunate as to receive Holy Communion thereat, will obtain for 
his eternal possession, a high degree of glory in heaven. 

Happy the Christian who understands to draw abundant 








Tabernacle and Purgatory. 229 


graces from holy Mass, this inexhaustible fountain of God’s 
treasures. Once in heaven he will forever give thanks to the 
Most Holy Trinity and the adorable humanity of Christ. 

Truly, the sacrifice of the Mass is a great treasure. Who 
ought not be happy if he can go to Mass? The devout Father 
Sanchez was accustomed to say, “If a Christian but knew how 
to make use of these things, he could heap up more treasures 
by one holy Mass, than by everything else that God has created.” 


Encouragement to Hear Mass Frequently. 


In order to enkindle our zeal to assist at Mass as often as 
possible, even daily, let us consider the following points. 

No hour of the day is more precious than that at which 
you assist at holy Mass and offer it to the Most Blessed Trinity. 
This is truly a golden hour when, by a good intention and the 
blessing of graces, you can transform your entire day’s work 
into pure gold. It is true, we are not permitted to neglect the 
duties of our state of life by going to Mass; nevertheless, those 
who live in cities and towns, or near the church, ought, whenever 
possible, begin their day’s work by assisting at holy Mass, 
especially if a Mass is said at an early hour. Anyone who takes 
half an hour from his work or rises a little earlier to go to Mass, 
will soon experience the blessing of God upon his work, and 
better success in the discharge of his duties. 


Among All Good Works the Most Excellent. 


It is the opinion of all masters of the spiritual life, that the 
life of grace can be preserved and increased in the soul only 
by the continual practice of good works. Without the practice 
of good works the interior fount of piety runs dry, just as a 
burning lamp will be extinguished, if you neglect to replenish it 
with oil. But among all good works, to assist at holy Mass with 
devotion is the most excellent. 

This good work surpasses all other good works, just as the 
sun excels all the planets. The light of the sun is stronger, its 
heat greater, and its power much more useful to the earth, than 
the light, heat, and power of all other planets together. In like 
manner the devout attendance at Mass is more pleasing to God, 
more profitable to yourself, more salutary to the living, more 
helpful to the dead, than all your daily prayers and other good 
works. By these you do indeed truly serve and please God; 
but by holy Mass you afford Him infinite honor. You rejoice 
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the angels and saints by your good works, but by holy Mass you 
cause them an incomparably greater joy. By your good works 
you acquire great merit, but by holy Mass you merit, with less 
labor, a much greater reward. 


A Rich Gold Mine. 


If you hear Mass you find an incomparable treasure, the 
precious merits of Jesus Christ, which are communicated to all 
present in so profuse a measure, that man can hardly conceive 
it. On this account Fornerus calls the Mass “a rich gold mine” 
in which he who works earns much more than he who labors 
in a stone quarry. Likewise he who hears holy Mass devoutly 
will become much richer in grace and merit than he who per- 
forms other good works. The Church recognizes the Mass as 
the greatest of good works when she says: “We must needs 
confess that no other work can be performed by the faithful so 
holy and divine as this tremendous mystery.” (Council of Trent, 
Sess. xxii.) Since, according to the express teaching of the Church, 
holy Mass is the most holy and divine work, it must needs be 
the most profitable means for obtaining heavenly riches. And 
as Holy Scripture says of wisdom, “all gold in comparison to 
her is as a little sand” (Wis. vii. 9), so all good works compared 
to the holy sacrifice of the Mass, are to be regarded only as a 
little sand. 


What the Imitation of Christ Says. 


Let us listen to the words of Blessed Thomas a Kempis, which 
we find in his precious book, “The Imitation of Christ,” by 
which he admonishes us to assist at holy Mass often, and if 
possible daily. “For if this most holy Sacrament were celebrated 
only in one place and consecrated by only one priest in the 
world, how great a desire would men have to go to that place 
and to such a priest of God, that they might see the divine 
mysteries celebrated. But now there are many priests, and Christ 
is offered up in many places, that the grace and love of God to 
man may appear the greater, the more this sacred Communion 
is spread throughout the world. 

“Yet it is much to be lamented and deplored that we should 
be so lukewarm and negligent, as not to be drawn with greater 
affection to the receiving of Christ, in whom consists all the hope 
and merit of those that shall be saved. For He is our sand¢tifi- 
cation and our redemption; He is our comfort in our pilgrimage 
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and the eternal beatitude of the saints. It is therefore much to 
be lamented, that many esteem so lightly this saving mystery, 
which rejoices heaven and preserves the whole world. Oh, the 
blindness and hardness of the heart of man, that doth not more 
highly prize so unspeakable a gift; and from daily use falls into 
disregard of it!” 

At the time of Venerable Bede, there were priests who did 
not say Mass every day. To them, the Venerable Bede speaks 
thus: “If a priest, being in the state of grace, and not lawfully 
hindered, nor from reverence of the holy Sacrifice, but rather 
from negligence, omits saying Mass, he deprives, as far as he is 
concerned, the Most Holy Trinity of the honor due to God, the 
angels of joy, the sinners of forgiveness and grace, the souls in 
purgatory of refreshment, the Church of benefit, and himself of 
an efficacious remedy. Is not this a great loss that results from 
the negligence of such a priest? Not much less is the loss 
caused by a person who could easily assi&t at the holy Sacrifice, 
but negleéts to do so.” 

Fornerus, the great theologian, therefore says, “You sustain 
your greatest loss on the day that you neglect hearing Mass.” In 
cities and towns where there are many priests, the holy Sacrifice 
is daily offered at an early hour; every devout Christian ought, 
therefore, to make an effort to avail himself of such an opportunity 
and daily sanctify himself and bless his labors by assisting at 
Mass. It is a most praiseworthy custom among many pious 
retired farmers, to settle near their parish church, that they may 
have an opportunity to hear Mass daily and to receive Holy 
Communion frequently during the week. There is no better way 
of preparing oneself for a happy hour of death. 


“The experience of twenty-five years in the care of souls has 
convinced me how powerful is the virtue of this Sacrament to 
confirm the soul in all good, to preserve it from all evil, to con- 
sole it, and in one word, to deify it, as it were, even in this world, 
if It be received with faith, with purity, and with deep devotion.” 


—St. Francis de Sales. 


QOD OOOO 


REMARK.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, 
elaim only human eredence. 








=—41OW ungrateful are Christians toward our Savior, 
when they do not foster love and devotion to the 
passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, — a 
devotion most ancient, most venerable and most 
= /(erxs| salutary. Xenephon, the Greek historian relates 
that Toco, king of Armenia, and his wife, Berenice, were taken 
captive by Cyrus, king of Persia. The latter asked Tigranes 
what he would give him for the liberty of his beloved wife, 
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Berenice. With a radiant countenance, the Armenian king in- 
Stantly replied, “Everything, even my life and blood will I sacrifice 


to obtain the liberty of my dear Berenice whom I prize above 
all else.” 


This unselfish love so favorably impressed Cyrus that he set 
both captives free and restored to them their kingdom. On their 
homeward journey, Tigranes asked his wife how she liked King 
Cyrus and the splendor and magnificence of his palace. Berenice 
replied that she could no longer remember anything of all the 
beauty of the Persian court, for, from the moment that he had 
declared himself willing to sacrifice even his life and blood to 
procure her liberty, she had become so enraptured at the thought 
of the excessive love he bore her that her eyes and thoughts 
had been directed exclusively toward him, and besides him she 
wished to see nothing and to think of nothing. 

In her love for Jesus Christ, her Heavenly Bridegroom, the 
Christian soul ought to resemble this queen. For Christ not only 
offered to sacrifice His life and blood to redeem her from the 
captivity of the prince of darkness, but he actually sacrificed 
Himself. In return, should not the soul, enraptured by the excess 
of His love, forget all earthly attractions and direct her gaze and 
her thoughts entirely to Him, the Victim of love? This is done 
especially by meditating on the bitter passion and death of Christ, 
a meditation which possesses a wonderful power to enkindle our 
love, strengthen our patience and excite our zeal for virtue. St. 
Bonaventure says, “If you desire to advance from virtue to virtue 
and lead a perfect life, meditate daily on the passion of Christ, 
for nothing will urge your soul forward more than this practice.” 

By divine inspiration St. Francis understood that the devotion 
to the passion of Christ is the one most pleasing to God, and he 
ever made its practice the principal devotion of his life. In 
consequence, his heart burned with tender love and compassion: 
for his crucified Savior. 

Nothing is more salutary then to meditate again and again. 
on the excessive sufferings of Christ. The wounds of our Lord 
will soften even the hardest of hearts. It is impossible for such 
a soul to continue to offend our Lord willfully, especially by 


mortal sin. 
Great Benefit of This Devotion. 


There is no better means to conquer the temptations of the 
evil spirit and especially the spirit of impurity, than to reflect 
devoutly on the sufferings of Jesus. By this means the demons. 
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are put to flight in terror. Nothing is more effectual to heal the 
wounds of our conscience, to purify and perfect our souls, than 


frequent meditation on the wounds of Christ, on His passion and 


death. 
“All creatures,” exclaims St. Jerome, “suffer with Christ our 


dying Savior! The sun hides itself, the earth shakes in its very 
foundations, the rocks are cleft, the veil of the temple is rent 
from top to bottom, and the graves are opened. Man alone, 
miserable man alone, does not suffer with Christ who is suffering 
all for him.” 

More bitter than all tortures and pains endured by our 
Savior is the ingratitude and indifference with which so many 
Christians make a return for His love. That we may not wound 
the Sacred Heart by such ingratitude, and that we may be able 
to read in His holy wounds the greatness of His suffering and 
the greatness of His love, let us especially during Lent daily med- 
itate on the sufferings of our dear Lord. 

The most beautiful book for Lent, for spiritual reading or 
meditation on His sufferings, is “The Passion of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ,”* according to the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmer- 
ich. There are few books that effect so much good as this; any- 
one who reads it will be moved to compassion for our suffering 
Savior. The language is powerful and will touch the heart, and 
make it easy for anyone to reflect on the passion of Christ, or 
to make the Way of the Cross with great spiritual profit 


and fervor. 
eee eee 


Honor the Crucifix. 





HE cross is the sign of our redemption. As Cath- 
olics we revere it, salute it, and whilst venerating 
it we adore our Blessed Lord who died on it for 
our salvation. The cross tops our steeples, sur- 

Skwrr® mounts our altars, adorns the Christian royal dia- 

dom. The bishop wears it as a breastplate; it is the insignia of 

his dignity and power, and of the obligations to his flock. All 
good Catholics wear it, priests, nuns and lay people, and many 
for no other reason than to atone for the insults so frequently 
offered to the crucifix. We should honor it highly, show our 
esteem for it; we should form the habit of wearing it, either as 


*Price $1.00; 10 cents extra for postage. 
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a small cross inside or ostensibly as a watch guard, or suspended 
about the neck, a lady’s most suitable ornament. 

The crucifix has the place of honor in our churches, and how 
beautiful it looks when given the prominent place in the Christian 
home. But, too often we miss the cross from where it has a 
right to be; its place, alas! is given to a portrait, and profane 
paintings or engravings are substituted for religious pictures. 

To bless oneself with the sign of the cross is a profession 
of faith in Jesus Crucified. The demons tremble at its very name 
or sign. Our Lord has made it the key of heaven for all; if we 
but use it according to its meaning, reverence and venerate its 
rights, it will open for us the celestial portals. 

Protestants disown it, deny it the freedom in their place of 
worship. And such action is quite logical; for, have they not 
banished the God of our tabernacles from their churches, or bet- 
ter, their meeting-houses? Why should the Savior’s cross remain 
there longer? Have they not banished the Catholic priesthood 
from their mids%? Among them who can raise a hand to bless? 
We Catholics know that the cross saves us from the fiery arrows 
of our infernal enemies and thrusts Satan down to hell. 

Holy Church has set aside special feasts in honor of the 
cross of Christ. She prays to God “that her children may con- 
quer and carry off a place of triumph in our heavenly home 
by the virtue of the beautiful sign of the cross,” thus professing 
and teaching us that our salvation is wrought by the holy cross. 
In baptism salvation comes to the child by this holy sign: “I 
baptize thee in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost;” again in confirmation when the bishop confirms 
him in these words: “I mark thee with the sign of the cross,” 
and the one confirmed promises allegiance and fealty to his God 
even at the price of his life. And what is it that consoles the 
dying Christian but the last blessing of the priest, the last glimpse 
of the cross, the last kiss to his crucifix. After death the cross 
seals his coffin and marks his resting place in consecrated 
grounds. And on the last day, the cross of Christ shall be the 
flaming sign of salvation when it shall appear in the heavens, 
luminous, comforting indeed for the elect, but terrifying for the 
damned. On that great day the cross will be the rallying sign 
for those who shall have stood, fought and conquered by it. 
They will then be blessed by this wonderful sign, and their hearts 
will be filled with joy, whilst those who contradicted it in life, 
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who banished it from before their eyes as useless folly shall 
receive the sentence of malediction in the light of this same 
glorious cross. 


Procure a crucifix for your home or personal use. The crosses sent out 
by us, if paid in advance, are enriched with the indulgences of the stations and 
the indulgence for the dying. Nickel bound mission crosses, 4 1-2 inches in 
length, 35 cents; 6 inches in length, 50 cents. 


Qo DO Oo 


St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin, 
Foster-father of Jesus. 








Ger #1 T. Luke in his Gospel gives two passages concerning 
nee oS a St. Joseph, which are so significant and full of 
< ay meaning that they surpass the highest eulogy. In 
c G Ps) the Gospel we read, “The angel Gabriel was sent 
SAS i) from God to a Virgin espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph” (Luke i. 26). Joseph was, therefore, the 
spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary; he was the spouse of that 
virgin who was the temple, the sanctuary, the very spouse of the 
Holy Ghost; he was the spouse of the Queen of angels and 
saints; the spouse of the Mother of God. Oh, the honor, the 
dignity of St. Joseph! 

In another chapter we find the words, “Jesus being as it was 
supposed, the Son of Joseph” (Luke iii. 23). Thus was St. Joseph 
also the reputed father of the Son of the Most High, of the 
Word Incarnate, of the Savior; and as he bore the name “father” 
he also fulfilled his duties as such. He was the head of the 
Holy Family to which belonged Jesus, the Son of God. He alone 
had the happiness to support the Eternal Son and His Blessed 
Mother by the labor of his hands. 

O happy Joseph! Who can form an idea of the exalted 
dignity comprised in the words: Spouse of the Virgin Mary and 
foster-father of Jesus? Human intellect can never comprehend, 
the tongue of man can never express what these two titles 
embrace. Who could form an adequate idea, who could worthily 
speak of the perfection, of the lustre of virtues with which St. 
Joseph must have been adorned to be worthy of this sublime 
twofold dignity? How exalted must have been his chastity as 
he was chosen the spouse of the Queen of virgins! We are 
not surprised, then, that the pious Gerson was of the opinion 
that God granted to St. Joseph the grace never to experience 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory. 237 


the sting of the flesh. Since God wished that the Blessed Virgin 
should have this man for her spouse and companion through 
hfe, his purity could not have been less than that of the angels 
in heaven. With what burning love for Jesus and Mary must 
he have been penetrated, being destined to be the foster-father 
of Jesus! Besides this ardent charity, St. Joseph must have 
possessed in a perfect and eminent degree all other virtues that 
are inseparably united with love. St. Matthew, the evangelist, 
seems to express all in the words: “Joseph was just;’ meaning 
he possessed a justice which sanctified him perfectly. 


Perfection in Virtues. 


We can easily understand that all the virtues in St. Joseph 
must necessarily have become still more perfect, on account 
of the happy circumstances in which he lived. Can we compre- 
hend what it means to live so many years in company with 
Jesus and Mary? to live with Mary, with that perfect being who 
was not only preserved from original sin, but endowed with every 
gift, grace and prerogative? to live with such a being who never 
committed the slightest fault, and whose words and actions 
breathed sanctity and perfection? Can we realize what it means 
to live with Jesus who is the very essence of holiness? In this 
privileged school of sanctity St. Joseph lived for almost thirty 
years What examples of holiness and perfection did he there 
behold! Truly, he was in a school of paradise, he could not but 
lead a heavenly life. From morning till night, from one end of 
the year to the other, to be constantly in the company of Jesus 
and Mary! To live with them in the same house, to eat with 
them, to be with them on their journeys, to labor for them, to 
endure hardships and humiliations for their sakes and finally to 
die in their presence, in the arms of Jesus and Mary; oh, what 
a privileged, heavenly life that was finally crowned by a most 
blessed death! 

A Gratifying Sign. 

It is a gratifying sign to perceive in these present turbulent 
times, that in connection with devotion to the Mother of God, 
devotion to St. Joseph is also continually increasing. May God 
grant that the love and veneration for this great patriarch spread 
more and more, and that confidence in his protection become 
ever stronger in the hearts of the faithful. Whoever wishes favors, 
let him go at once to St. Joseph. Then with St. Teresa he, too, 
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will assert that he cannot remember having asked St. Joseph for 
any favor which was not granted. 

May St. Joseph obtain for us the grace to lead a life free 
from sin and rich in good works. May he obtain for us a happy 
death, the grace which must be the crown of all, for unless our 
end is good, all other graces will avail nothing. Let us foster 
devotion to St. Joseph and honor him every day of our life. Let 
us beseech him to bestow on us his powerful protection in the 
hour of death and implore him by the blissful death with which 
he himself was privileged, to grant us also the favor of dying in 
the presence of Jesus and Mary. 


QOS SO 


The Patronage of St. Joseph. 





he ia" 'N order the better to understand in what degree 
ae sm St. Joseph may justly be called our patron and 
aN Ew) protector, and to strengthen our confidence in 
~ SeP 2 ° ° ° ™ m 

$ coy Wi Ful his aid, let us consider the following questions: 
esa as 1. What is meant by being a patron? 2. What 
must the client do? 3. How did St. Joseph fulfill his office 


as patron and protector? 
What is Meant by Being a Patron? 


Generally speaking, a patron is expected to fulfill a three- 
fold requirement. First, that he realize the needs, the dangers 
and sufferings of him who is placed under his protection. Other- 
wise, how could he give his aid in trouble if he had no knowledge 
of it; how could he alleviate a suffering of which he had no 
idea; and how could he avert a danger about which he were 
ignorant? If we apply this to St. Joseph, and cast a glance at 
his life on earth, we see at once that he knows from his own 
experience the sufferings and trials, the misery and grief of each 
one of us. He also understands and is aware of all our difficulties 
in life. A proof of this are his seven great sorrows. 

The second requisite of a patron is power. He must have 
the suitable means to remedy the needs of those who are under 
his protection, to avert their grief by consolations. And who 
could have any doubts as to St. Joseph’s great power? To say 
it briefly: he rejoices in the name of father with regard to Him, 
who is almighty in His nature; Joseph rejoices in the name of 
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spouse with regard to her, who is all-powerful in her intercession. 
Greater and more exalted claims for having all his petitions 
granted, can be presented by no other saint in heaven. 

The third requisite of a protector is his kindness and will- 
ingness to use his power in favor of the one who seeks his aid. 
Need we ask whether St. Joseph has a kind heart? After the 
Mother of God, he has the kindest heart, a heart formed after 
the Heart of Jesus. Joseph derived the fullness of his kind- 
heartedness from the years of intimate intercourse with Jesus 
and Mary. It were sinful to doubt his goodness or his sympathy 
with our needs. This would grieve not only him, but Mary and 


Jesus as well. 
What Must the Client Do? 


What is required of him who venerates St. Joseph as his 
patron? First, that he present to his heavenly protector his 
troubles, his needs and sorrows. This rule must be observed 
even towards God, our Lord. “He who asks shall receive,” and 
“Ask and you shall receive.” These utterances are familiar to 
everyone. God desires that we petition Him, and the saints 
require it also. Go, therefore, to the image, to the altar, to the 
church of St. Joseph and in prayer present to him your troubles 
and fears. 

Secondly, it is required that he who seeks aid should have 
confidence in his heavenly protector. Can this be a difficult 
matter with regard to St. Joseph? Has he not aided thousands 
before? Has he not given his assistance in affairs that were 
more hopeless than yours? 

Thirdly, it is required that the client show himself grateful 
towards his patron and protector for the benefits received. 
Grateful sentiments give one a right for new favors and blessings. 

Yes, dear St. Joseph, we all thank thee from the depth of 
our heart for all the favors we have received from thee in the 
past; we offer thee the proofs of gratitude which Jesus and Mary 
ever manifested toward thee on earth and in heaven. 


How Does St. Joseph Fulfill His Office of 
Patron and Protector? 


Before all, St. Joseph was the protector of the holy Mother 
of God and of the Child Jesus. In the Litany of St. Joseph 
we therefore pray: Thou chaste guardian of the Virgin, thou 
watchful defender of Christ, pray for us. Through him, Jesus 
and Mary were spared from many hardships and dangers; by 
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St. Joseph they were provided with the necessaries of life. And 
with what charity, wisdom and perseverance did he not respond 
to his twofold mission of patron and protector! 

In our days St. Joseph exercises the office of protector of 
the great family of Jesus Christ, the holy Catholic Church. God 
alone knows how much distress and how many dangers are 
averted from the Church through the intercession of St. Joseph. 
And what an unfolding of the interior Christian life and religious 
fervor has there not been since the year that Pius IX. declared him 
the universal patron of the Church. 


Pius IX. and St. Joseph. 


Pius IX., one of the most renowned Popes that had ever 
been placed at the head of the Church, one of the most imposing 
figures of the 19th century, who possessed a magnanimous heart, 
a heart with depth of feeling united with unusual energy, con- 
sidered St. Joseph after Mary the greatest of the elect; for this 
pious Pope had clearly realized to what a degree of sanctity the 
chaste spouse of Mary and foster-father of Christ had attained. 

The Pope of the Immaculate Conception, this priest after the 
Heart of God, with his burning devotion for the Holy Eucharist, 
considered it beneficial in the present age, to place the whole 
Church under the patronage of St. Joseph, and the Vicar of 
Christ was firmly convinced that being under St. Joseph’s pro- 
tection, the Church would spread to all parts of the earth. The 
devotion to St. Joseph made rapid progress. In the first centuries 
of the Church the devotion to St. Joseph was unknown to the 
Christians, and not until later did it pass from the Greek Church 
to the Roman, but up to the latter part of the Middle Ages 
this devotion kept its root imbedded in the religious Orders only. 

Next to Mary, St. Joseph is that resplendent star which we 
hail with joy when it arises. The chaste spouse draws all hearts 
to himself, spreads his protecting mantle over all who are op- 
pressed, attends with fatherly kindness to the slightest needs of 
those who venerate him; for God’s goodness cannot refuse a 
petition to the foster-father of Jesus. This devotion is very 
providential. The image of the poor carpenter of Nazareth 
represents devotedness, self-sacrifice, simplicity, fear of God, pro- 
found faith, pure love, and uprightness of every action. 

On Dec. 8, 1870, when the bark of the Church was seriously 
threatened by the tempest, the heroic Pontiff, Pius IX., in face 
-of the roaring billows, honored St. Joseph with the sublime title: 
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“Patron of the Universal Church.” Blessed be the day and the 
hour in which this decree appeared in the heavens as the celestial 
rainbow of heavenly peace and protection, to illumine with its 
bright splendor the darkness of the clouds. Let us hasten to the 
altar of St. Joseph in the present great trial and threats of war. 


OQoOoOo om 


The Irish Lad Hit the Nail on the Head. 





N our enlightened, progressive times there are many Catholics 
who leave to others whatever concerns Catholic life and Cath- 
olic interests. They- subscribe to and read papers that are 

indifferent or hostile to our holy Mother the Church, arguing that 
she with her dogmas, With her sacraments is too old fashioned 
and no longer suitable for our modern age of machinery and 
electricity. The best answer for such an unfounded assertion was 
given some years ago by a youth in Ireland, and that in a very 
Striking manner. The narrative is recorded as an historical fact. 

This young man was working on a large farm, which his 
master, an English lord, had fitted out with all the latest machinery 
from America. One day the nobleman met the lad while he was 
busy with a harvest machine and proudly said, “Say, isn’t our 
age an age of grand progress? Everything is now done by 
machinery, while formerly all this had to be done by toilsome 
manual labor. ‘Progress’ is the watchword of our day. Progress 
in material things, progress and enlightenment in religious mat- 
ters. For this very reason old Catholicism was suppressed by the” 
new light of Protestantism. You Catholics alone stick to the 
old antiquated religion and do not care to make any progress 
whatever.” 

Our youth, bright and alert, reflected a moment as to what 
reply he should give to this impertinent taunt, then with all 
the faith and conviction peculiar to an Irishman, he responded, 
“Well, sir, look at the birds: they fly just the same today 
as they did centuries ago, the ox walks exactly as he did many 
hundred years ago, and the sky above is just as blue as it was 
a thousand years ago. It seems to me the works of God make 
no progress. Our holy Catholic Church is a work of God and for 
this reason does not progress.” 

A fine answer, indeed, as if the Irish lad knew the words of Holy 
Scripture: “The works of the Lord are perfect and all His ways 
just!” We ourselves make progress in things temporal, in things 
spiritual, become more learned, better or holier; but concerning 
God’s works and the establishment of His holy Church, her 
doctrines, her sacraments, her organizations, the words of our Lord 
Stand firm: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words 
shall not pass away” (Mark xiii. 31). 
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A DISASTER. 





EDNESDAY, January 31st, will long be re- 
membered by our community. It was a 
gloomy day, intensely cold and windy. 
About 2:15 P.M. our large acetylene 
gas-plant exploded with terrific force, shat- 

: tering all the windows on the north and 

east sides of the convent and those of other buildings 
near by. More than four hundred large window-panes 
and many smaller ones were blown to pieces. Outside 
doors were torn up or wrenched from their hinges and 
much damage was done to inner doors, wood-work, roofs 
and walls. It is greatly feared that more injury has been 
done to the walls than is noticeable at present. 

Considerable hardship and damage was also caused 
by freezing, as the next morning the thermometer regis- 
tered 23 below zero, and the cold wave ended with a 
blizzard that set in the following Saturday and Sunday. 

Above all else we greatly deplore the fact that the 
beautiful, artistic windows of the Adoration Chapel, eight 
in number, were ruined by the accident. ‘These win- 
dows, imported from Innsbruck, Austria, were very 
expensive and must be replaced by similar ones from 
the same firm. 

Providentially, the sisters were all assembled for the 
divine office when the frightful disaster occurred and no 
one was seriously injured; but had it happened at any 
other time of the day, loss of lives would have been 
inevitable. (See other picture. ) 
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St. Joseph, Advocate of the Dying. 





PARISH priest near the city of Bonn, Prussia, 
related to a missionary friend his personal experi- 
ence of the remarkable intervention of St. Joseph 
in obtaining for his faithful clients the grace to 
receive the last sacraments. One night this priest 
was awakened by hearing his name called loudly by someone in 
the street below. He arose and stepped to the window. It was 
moonlight and as he tried to discern the person who called him, 
he clearly distinguished the figure of an old man beneath the 
window, who asked him to go at once to a certain mill some 
distance outside the village and administer the last sacraments 
to a dying person. The priest promised to go immediately. 

A few moments later he was ready and went to the door, but 
when he looked round for the old man who he thought would 
accompany him, there was no one to be seen. He called the 
sacristan who lived near, and after having procured the Blessed 
Sacrament and the holy oils from the church, both made their 
way in haste to the mill. When they reached the place, they 
found the miller’s dwelling in total darkness. 

“How strange,” said the priest to his sacristan. “I have been 
sent for and am surely expected.” 

“Perhaps the sickroom is in the rear,” suggested the sacristan 
as he went to ring the bell. Soon the miller himself, carrying 
a lighted candle, opened the door and stared at the priest in utter 


astonishment. : 
“You have sent for me to administer the last sacraments to 


a sick person,” the pastor said. 

“No, Father,” replied the man, “there must be some mistake. 
None of my family is sick.” 

“Why, there was an old man at the rectory just a short time 
ago who urged me to go quickly to the mill.” 

“I do not understand, Father, but please come in,” added 
the man politely, and he ushered the two into a room on the first 
floor where the priest placed the Blessed Sacrament on the table 
between burning candles. 

“All the members of my family are well,” continued the 
miller. “Probably you misunderstood the message, Father.” 

“That is impossible,” responded the priest decidedly, “for 
this mill was mentioned in particular. Perhaps one of your 
hired men is ill.” 
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The man shook his head. “As far as I know, all the inmates 
of the house went to bed in the best of health, also my oldest 
brother who is visiting here.” 

Seemingly urged by a sudden inspiration, the priest rejoined, 
“Go and see about your brother; possibly he may have fallen 
ill during the night.” 


“Come Quickly!” 


Still convinced that there was evidently some misunderstand- 
ing, the miller shook his head, but went upstairs as the priest 
requested. After a few minutes he returned much excited, “Come 
quickly, Father, my brother has had an apoplectic stroke and is 
dying!” 

The priest hastened upstairs with the Blessed Sacrament, 
found the patient paralyzed and breathing heavily, but still 
conscious and able to speak a little. He received the last sac- 
raments with edifying devotion. 

After the consolations of religion had been administered, and 
the prayers for the dying had been recited by the priest, he asked 
the man whether he had not sent someone to summon him an 
hour before. . 

“No,” whispered the patient, “that would have been impos- 
sible for I could neither rise nor call anyone.” 

“Who could the old man have been?” mused the priest to 
himself; then aloud, he asked, “Have you perhaps been longing 
- to receive the sacraments and for this intention recited a special 
prayer?” 

The patient nodded in the affirmative and said in broken 
accents, “When I felt so deathly sick, I earnestly prayed to St. 
Joseph whom I have venerated all my life, and implored him to 
graciously grant my petition that | might not die without receiving 
the sacraments. It must have been he who sent the messenger.” 

“Or came himself,” thought the priest, deeply moved. 

“You have experienced in a wonderful manner,” he remarked 
to the dying man, “the solicitude of St. Joseph for all who 
lovingly venerate him. Your devotion to this great saint has 
brought you an unspeakably great favor, for our Divine Savior 
will deny His foster-father no petition. Let us thank him fer- 
vently.” 

“Yes,” whispered the man with a peaceful smile, “let us thank 
him, let us thank him...” 

Fully resigned to the will of God, the devout client of Sr. 
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Joseph passed away shortly after. The strange circumstances 
attending this particular sick call made a deep impression on 
the priest himself, and he related the occurrence to his friend, 
that in his sermons the missionary might, by citing this incident, 
encourage devotion to St. Joseph in the faithful and strengthen 
their confidence in his intercession. 


QD OOO SOS 


Manner of Venerating St. Joseph. 





ANY devout souls choose a special day in the week for 
M venerating St. Joseph; usually Wednesday is selected for 

this purpose. To honor his seven sorrows and seven joys 
is a beautiful devotion most pleasing to the foster-father of our 
Lord. 

The following incident shows how acceptable this practice 
is to the great saint. Two religious were once on their voyage 
across the sea. A fierce storm arose, the vessel was shattered 
and all the passengers were drowned except the two religious. 
By clinging to a plank they kept themselves above water for 
three days in their extreme peril, fervently invoking St. Joseph, 
in whose intercession they had always confided. Their confidence 
was not in vain. A man of venerable aspect came to their aid, 
spoke words of encouragement, and guided them to the shore in 
safety. Not recognizing their rescuer, the religious asked his 
name. “I am Joseph,” he answered, “I have saved your lives 
because you daily prayed seven Our Fathers and Hail Marys in 
honor of my seven sorrows and seven joys.” At these words their 
heavenly helper disappeared. 


The Seven Sorrows of St. Joseph. 


1. When in extreme grief and anguish of heart he intended 
to abandon his stainless spouse who was with child. 

2. When he could find no lodging in Bethlehem for the 
Blessed Virgin and had to see the Infant Jesus lying in the 
Stable on the straw. 

3. When at the circumcision he saw Jesus shedding blood. 

4. When he heard from Simeon’s lips the prophecy that 
a sword should pierce the soul of his holy spouse. 












































A man of venerable aspect came to their aid... 


5. When he was obliged to flee to Egypt with the Child 
Jesus and His Mother. 

6. When on his return from Egypt he heard that instead 
of Herod his son Archelaus reigned who was even more cruel 
than his father. 

7. When he lost the Child Jesus at Jerusalem and with 
Mary sought Him for three days in unspeakable anguish. 
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The Seven Joys of St. Joseph. 


1. When the angel appeared to St. Joseph and revealed 
to him the mystery of the Incarnation. 

2. The glorious birth of Jesus Christ and the singing of 
the angels. 

3. When the Divine Child was given the name of Jesus 
which St Joseph pronounced with fervent joy. 

4. The arrival and solemn homage of the Magi. 

5. When in the presence of Jesus he saw Egypt’s idols 
fall to the earth. 

6. The angel’s command to leave Egypt and return with 
Jesus and Mary to the land of Judea. 

7. When he beheld Jesus in the temple sitting amid the 
doctors and teaching. 

The devotion to the seven sorrows and seven joys of St. 
Joseph has the approbation of the Church, and is enriched with 


indulgences. 
Oe ee ee ee 


St. Joseph Saves a Convent from Destruction. 





4] URING the seventies of the nineteenth century, the 
citizens of Angouleme, France, were daily expect- 
ing that the Republican party would exercise the 
same fury as they did in Marseilles, Lyons and 





own hands. In consequence, the religious communities lived in 
constant fear and terror and prepared to protect themselves as 
well as they could against the threatening uprise. 

Among the convents at Angouleme was one of the Ladies 
of the Sacred Heart. The superior was tenderly devoted to St. 
Joseph, and felt inspired to execute a peculiar plan to protect her 
religious from the impending danger. At the gate of the convent 
she placed a picture of St. Joseph, most earnestly entreating the 
great Saint to take upon himself the office of a protector of the 
community. She did this with such confidence that she told 
the nuns, “Do not be alarmed, my daughters, St. Joseph is our 
gate-keeper; under his powerful protection we have nothing 
to fear.” 

One evening certain signs seemed to indicate the inevitable 
approach of danger. Suspicious characters lurked about the 
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Streets of the city, gradually forming into a mob, and began to 
gather in great numbers in the vicinity of the convent. About 
two hours after sunset the cries and threats became so violent 
that an immediate attack was feared. At ten o'clock the sacri- 
legious assault began. The mob commenced to throw stones 
against the convent gate, and with pries tried to break it open. 

The nuns had retired except the superior and the assistant, 
who were watching in prayer before a picture of St. Joseph. 
When the furious uproar began the nuns hurried from their cells 
in terror. The superior, however, assured them in a pacifying 
tone that there was nothing to fear and told them to go back 
to bed, for their heavenly protector would vouch his honor for 
their safety. They obeyed and withdrew to their cells not with- 
out fear and anxiety. 

Meantime, the superior went into the entrance room to 
observe how far the work of destruction had proceeded. Seeing 
some large cracks in the outer portal, she hurried back to 
resume praying with her assistant to St. Joseph. Again she went 
to see and discovered that the gap in the door was now almost 
large enough for a man to get through. Once more she hastened 
back to implore St. Joseph’s protection; her humble confidence 
Sill unshaken. 


Suddenly the Tumult Ceased. 


And lo! Suddenly the tumult ceased. No further cry, no 
further blow... All perfectly quiet. What is the meaning of this? 
Her heart tells her that her prayer is answered. 

She rises, goes quietly down stairs to listen whether she were 
not deceived. No, there was not a sound. She casts a searching 
glance at the outer door; to her astonishment she finds it has 
been half demolished, yet no one had forced an entrance. She 
ventures to come closer and through one of the big openings 
looks into the street. Far or near, not a living soul was to be 
seen. With fervent gratitude she threw herself on her knees 
before the image of St. Joseph. 

The following morning was unusually bright, and quite 
early the superior was called to the parlor. There she was 
awaited by a pious lady who had come to express her sincere 
sympathy on account of the dreadful anguish the community had 
endured the previous night. She asked the superior whether she 
knew who that gentleman was whose mere appearance had in a 


moment dispersed the wicked band. 
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The superior replied that she had seen no one, she had 
noticed that the door was ready to collapse, but knew nothing 
about the gentleman referred to. 

Thereupon the lady related the following: “When I heard 
that diabolical uproar, | went to my window directly opposite 
the convent, in order to observe through the shutters the terrible 
outrages the mob was perpetrating. My heart was ready to burst 
at the sight of what I supposed would be the inevitable destruction 
of so many servants of God. 

“I could not yet fully perceive what was really happening 
when I saw coming from the alley beside the convent grounds, a 
Stately looking man of noble bearing. Slowly he walked up 
to the rabble, without a word, without a gesture; apparently he 
had come merely to see whether their attack was successful. 

“But lo! As a mere spectator he had indeed not come. For 
scarcely was his presence noticed when these evil-minded ruffians 
dispersed with incredible haste. The gentleman also disappeared 
so suddenly that I cannot understand how it was possible. He 
surely must have been an important personage, for his very 
appearance was sufficient to throw the wild horde into a panic. 
Who could he have been?” 

“Let us thank Divine Providence,” replied the superior 
simply, “who was pleased to deliver us from the impending 
danger.” 


QO DOSS 


St. Teresa’s Devotion to St. Joseph. 





a ee her very childhood, St. Teresa had a special 
and fervent devotion to St. Joseph, and after she 
entered the Order of Carmelites, her veneration 
to this great saint increased still more. In her 

a oe autobiography she writes: “I chose St. Joseph, the 
paw a holy foster-father of Jesus, for my patron and inter- 
cessor, and recommended myself to him most earnestly. I also 
made the experience that this my holy father and master delivered 
me from the present as well as from greater perils in which my 
reputation and the salvation of my soul were endangered, and 
that with much greater profit for myself, than I could ever have 
expected. I do not remember having asked anything from him 
since then, that he failed to grant me. The great favors that 





























“I perceived Our Lady at my right, and St. Joseph at my 
left hand, who were placing this garment upon me.” 


God has bestowed on me through St. Joseph, and the many 
dangers of soul and body from which he has delivered me, are 
truly wonderful. 

“It seems as though God had given to other saints the power 
to aid their clients in some particular need, but I have found this 
glorious saint to be a universal helper in every necessity. The 
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Lord seems thereby to indicate that in heaven, too, He grants to 
St. Joseph every request, as on earth He had been subject to him 
as His reputed father. Other persons whom | advised to go to 
St. Joseph for aid, made the same experience. Many there are 
who now practice special devotion to this saint, and in them I 
found this truth verified. I spared no pains to celebrate his feast 
with the greatest possible solemnity. 


“I Ask Everyone to Make the Experiment Himself.” 


“Encouraged by my numerous experiences | would advise 
everyone to practice devotion to this glorious saint, knowing how 
many favors he can obtain from God. I have noticed that who- 
soever in a special manner honored this saint, made marked 
progress in virtue; because souls who devoutly recommend 
themselves to St. Joseph always derive great benefit from his 
intercession. I ask everyone who does not believe my words, to 
make the experiment himself; he will then truly experience what 
a vast amount of good he derives as a result of his devout 
veneration of this glorious saint. 

“Those especially who are devoted to prayer, ought ever to 
feel affection for him. I cannot imagine how anyone could think 
of the Queen of angels, or reflect on the time when she suffered 
so much with the Infant Savior, without at the same time being 
grateful to St. Joseph for the faithful services he rendered them 
on that occasion.” 

St. Teresa, as we know, founded many convents, and intro- 
duced a stricter observance of the Carmelite rule in her time. In 
this work she frequently met with great obstacles, and endured 
many trials and sufferings; but her confidence in God, in the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph was unshaken. 
In honor of her beloved patron, she gave twelve convents of her 
Order the name of “Joseph,” and placed them under his protec- 
tion. When she contemplated founding her first convent of the 
Strict rule, it was with much difficulty that she succeeded in 
purchasing a small house. Then she desired to have it remodelled 
into a little convent, but she had no money left to pay the 
laborers. “St. Joseph appeared to me,” she relates, “told me not 
to hesitate about hiring laborers, and assured me that the money 
would not be wanting. I did so, although I had not a penny; but 
the Lord supplied me with means, so that all who heard of this 
were greatly astonished.” 








Tabernacle and Purgatory. 253 


Mary and Joseph Invest St. Teresa with a 
Shining White Garment. 


During the time that the convent was being prepared, she 
visited the church of St. Dominic on the feast of the Assumption. 
“While reflecting,” she says, “on the numerous sins I had recently 
confessed in this church, as also on the wickedness of my life, I 
presently fell into an ecstasy and was almost completely ravished 
out of myself. I sat down, and it seemed to me I could not even 
see the elevation or hear Mass. While in this state it seemed to 
me that I was being invested with a shining white garment. 

“At first I did not see who it was that was investing me, but 
soon I perceived Our Lady at my right, and St. Joseph at my 
left hand, who were placing this garment upon me... After that 
Our Lady took my hand and said she was well pleased that I 
served her glorious spouse, and that I should believe that my 
undertaking with the convent would succeed.” 

The convent did, indeed, succeed, and Teresa immediately 
placed it under the protection of St. Joseph. At its entrance, as 
well as at the entrance of every convent that she founded, she 
placed a picture of the Holy Family, representing their flight into 
Egypt, and beneath it wrote the words: “We lead indeed a poor 
life, but we shall have many good things if we fear God” (Tob. 
iv. 23). Even after her death, the saint was solicitous that the 
convents of her Order should bear the name of “Joseph.” 

It happened that after the saint was dead, several convents 
changed their name of “St. Joseph” and took that of “St. Teresa.” 
This displeased the humble saint and she appeared to Sister 
Isabel asking her to request the Provincial to change the name 
of four convents that had been called after her, to their former 
name, that of “St. Joseph’s Convent.” 

In consequence of this admonition of the holy foundress, the 
Order of the discalced Carmelites continued faithfully to vener- 
ate St. Joseph. More than one hundred and fifty churches were 
in course of time dedicated to him. Popes, bishops, kings, prin- 
ces, States and cities, vied with one another, after the example 
of St. Teresa, in venerating St. Joseph, so that not only was his 
feast celebrated with greater solemnity, but many countries, pro- 
vinces and cities placed themselves under his protection. 

In conclusion we will mention a special advice that St. Teresa 
gives us. She says: “Even though you have chosen many saints 
for your patrons and intercessors, you ought nevertheless to have 
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a special devotion to St. Joseph, because he has great power with 
God.” 

When St. Teresa was dying, Sister Anna, who held the saint 
in her arms, saw at the foot of the bed, in great glory, Christ 
our Lord, accompanied by our Lady and St. Joseph in whose 
presence the holy nun passed to her eternal reward on October 
4, 1582. 


QOD OS SOS 


Ora et Labora! — Pray and Labor! 





M}RAY and labor!” This motto of the venerable 
Benedictine Order expresses what constitutes the 
real happiness and welfare of every Christian. 
“Pray!” This signifies: Raise your heart, your 
mind, your soul to God, to God who created you, 
to whom you belong. Adhere to Him, please Him, serve Him 
faithfully — this is the first of your duties. God is the supreme 
Good, consequently, serve Him with fidelity, love Him with your 
whole heart. You bear within you His image — your immortal 
soul which is created according to the likeness of God. There- 
fore, your soul must aspire to God, must live in union with 
God, and this union is kept up and nourished by prayer. Your 
soul’s welfare is your highest welfare. 

“Labor!” This follows second in rank, for temporal concerns 
are beneath the spiritual as the earth is below heaven. All 
terrestial things must be subjected to what is eternal. Earth is 
merely the preparatory school for heaven; the body is merely 
the instrument of the soul. Our solicitude for what is temporal 
may, indeed, not be neglected, but it must never be raised above 
the spiritual. It is a fatal mistake — and alas, many have made 
it — to prefer what is mortal above the immortal; what is trans- 
itory and perishable above what is eternal and lasting. It is 
true, by our very existence here on earth, we are strictly assigned 
to labor. Work was the punishment imposed on our first parents 
after their fall, and over every child of Adam is pronounced 
the sentence: “In the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat thy 
bread.” Yet, despite our labors and temporal cares, we must 
ever bear in mind those solemn words of our Blessed Lord: 
“What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and 
suffer the loss of his own soul?” Never must we forget that 
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above all else 
one thing alone 
is necessary : to 
save our soul, 
to gain heaven! 
The thought of 
eternity must 
continually 
urge us to holi- 
ness of life, lest 
through tepidi- 
ty we miss our 
aim and desti- 
ny. Thus work 
must beaccom- 
panied by pray- 
. er, and _ itself 
4° turned into a 
prayer; for em- 
ploymentis but 
a means to an 
end, that of the 
service of God 
and the sancti- 
fication of the 
worker. The 
good and holy 
intention is the 
art of turning 
labor into pray- 
er. “Ora et la- 
bora!”— “Pray 
and labor!” per- 
severe in the 
grace of sancti- 
fication and 














you have found the secret of sanctity. 

All this is represented by the Holy Family in the accompany- 
ing picture. ‘“‘Pray and labor!” — this was their double guiding- 
star. What profound peace, what serene happiness do we see 
here reflected! Truly, we here behold heaven and earth har- 
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moniously united. All are here gathered about God; all is done 
for God; each person is engaged in the service of God. Prayer, 
the thought of God, ennobles labor and every temporal action. 
Even the most arduous labors become easy when we look up to 
God and unite ourselves to Him. Jesus Himself gives His assist- 
ance to those who, like Mary and Joseph, have adopted the motto, 
“Pray and labor!” The angels at the side, by guiding the two 
children to the holy family say to all mankind, “Behold, how 
happy are those who realize the value of labor; behold, how labor 
performed for God is no misery, but a good deed worthy of 
eternal recompense, a virtue which God rewards by His blessing 
here on earth and in the world to come.” 
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